Renewal Reminders

WE SHARE Christmas 2014

Dear WE SHARE sponsors,

Thank you once again for your generosity in helping the poor people in India
through the WE SHARE program this last year. Our big news is that WE SHARE had
the privileged opportunity to talk about this mission on the EWTN radio program “At
Home with Jim and Joy.” We thank Jim and Joy Pinto and urge you to listen to them on
their new EWTN television program under the same title. We were also happy to be able
to spread the message through Catholic radio Relevant Radio. Another big news is that
we now have a website thanks to our son Michael. Be sure to check it out at:
www.weshareprogram.net. We think he did a great job. This year, WE SHARE
also developed a new way to build houses for these poor people. Bishop Sebastian is
hoping for a hutless diocese and the survey he had taken showed that 500 people are
living in huts or sheds and need a good house that will not be destroyed each year by the
monsoon. These 500 people already have land and are ready for a house to be built, but
there are many more people who need a house but do not have land. If poor people have
a good house, it will bring them a lot of stability. However, a big problem in India is the
inflation rate causing rates to about triple in the last years. Poor people cannot keep up.
We have had to ask $5,000.00 to build a house now. Because this cost is too high for
most people, we have started ONE HOUSE at a TIME project. One can donate any
amount toward the “housing project” and it will be applied to the family being helped.
When this amount is reached, then the next family will be presented. This seems to be
the best way to build the houses. The poor family getting a house still has to pay about
one third more so they may be building the house themselves.

Fr. Jose was here again in August and he brought us up to date on the news of the
diocese that WE SHARE is under - Vijayapuram Diocese - poorest Catholic diocese in
Kerala, India - state with the most Catholics in it. This is a mission diocese which is
composed of the former low caste and Untouchable groups which is the reason it is so
poor. There is no welfare or food shelves in India and Indian law prohibits benefits to
poor Catholics. If the diocese cannot help these poor Hindu converts, they may be
tempted and desperate to revert back to Hinduism to get some help. Fr. Jose told us of
two projects the diocese is now working on. One is to build an orphanage for boys and
another is a church in an area where there is none and people are asking for one.

Please consider helping this poor diocese and ask other people to help also. All is tax
deductible and we take none of the money. Ways to help:

1) Sponsor a family for $100.00 a year ( 27 cents a day) More can always be given as
your heart is touched. You will receive a referral and photo and the family will write to
you and you can write back. They will offer their love and prayers to you. This is a good
way to develop a relationship with our brothers and sisters across the globe. Our brothers
and sisters are all over the world but some need more help than others.

2) BUILD ONE HOUSE at a TIME - $5000,00 to build a house. One can either give
the whole amount or what ever you can towards a house. We will present one family at a



time and after the money has been donated, another family will be presented.

3) Buy a goat for a family for $250.00

4) Buy a cow for $700.00

5) Buy a well for between $1,250 - $1,700

6) Buy a latrine for $800.00

7) Sponsor a Seminarian for $600.00 for 7 years. You will receive a referral and picture
and letters can be exchanged. My mother sponsored Bp Sebastian in the 70’s.

8) Donation for the boy’s orphanage

9) Donation for the new church

10) General donations for other needs of the diocese

For all the above, make the check out to WE SHARE and send to me.

11) Masses. Having Masses offered is a great way to help this diocese and your loved
ones. Poor mission dioceses do not get much in the Sunday collection to support their
Priests and lay catechists like we do here. They depend on the Mass stipends of others. It
may also be hard for Masses to be offered here at churches because they may be already
filled up. This is especially true for the Gregorian Masses ( 30 Masses in a row for ONE
deceased person.) This is a tradition from the time of Pope Gregory when a monk
appeared to him and said he was in purgatory and asked that 30 Masses in a row be
offered for him. After Pope Gregory offered the 30 Masses, the monk appeared to him
again and said that he had now gone to heaven. The Mass is an everlasting gift and the
best gift one can give to another person - birthday, wedding, anniversary, sickness, for
Priests, or a deceased person. The stipend for a single Mass is $5.00 and 30 Gregorian
Masses is $130.00. Think about how all the flowers die after a few days that are given to
the deceased person but Masses last forever. How much more beneficial a Mass is for
our deceased loved ones. For Masses, you can make a check out to WE SHARE with the
Intentions and send to me. If you want to send them directly to Bishop Sebastian in India,
you must make the check out to “Diocese of Vijayarpuram™ and his address is: Bishop
Sebastian Thekethecheril, Vijayapuram Diocese, PB 82, Kottayam, 686 001, Kerala,
India. You can also send your letters for your family directly to Fr. Dennis who is the
Director of the Social Service by regular mail or e-mail. Mail to Fr. Dennis Kannamalil,
VSSS PB No 1101, Amalanilayam-Keezhukunnu, Kottayam 686 002, Kerala, India. His
e-mail address is: frdennisjoseph@yvahoo.co.in
Thanking you once again!

Blessed Christmas!

Check out these websites
Kathy Rennie
11125 Johnson Ave. So. www.vijavapuramdiocese.org
Bloomington, MN 55437
952-884-3414 WWW.VS55.CO  (social service)
E-mail: kdrennie@gmail.com
Website: www.weshareprogram.net Please send this letter to others.

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,;
And will be repaid in full” Proverbs 19:17



